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announced in the various European capitals: ;'In view of
the declaration of war by Austria against Serbia, my direct
conversations with the Austrian Ambassador are obviously
useless !"lla
In other words, he abandoned "direct conversations" as a
peaceful solution many hours before he heard of Austria's
"categorical refusal," which he did not learn until the fol-
lowing afternoon.12 He also instructed his ambassadors
abroad to inform the Governments that, in consequence of
Austria's declaration of war, Russia had decided to order
next day partial mobilization in the four Southern Military
Districts of Odessa, Kiev, Moscow and Kazan; but added:
"Russia entertains no aggressive intentions against Ger-
many." 13
These telegrams seem to leave no doubt that Sazonov
wished to give Europe the impression that he was now
merely carrying out the "means of pressure upon Austria
which had already been decided upon at Krasnoe Selo on
July 25 and several times stated to the Powers, and that
the reason for it was the Austrian declaration of war on
Serbia. Pourtales is also of the opinion that Sazonov's
change in attitude "took place only on the 28th, when it
iiagazonov to Benckendorff and other Russian Ambassadors, tg. no.
1538, July 28; KA., p. 52; Schilling's Diary, p. 44; cf. R.O.B., 48, where
phrases are altered, omitted, and added. In this telegram he also urged
immediate English mediation to prevent Austria from crushing Serbia;
B.D., 258.
i-See above, note 4. In his memoirs (Fateful Years, p. 185 ff.),
Sazonov pretends that he was informed of Berchtold's refusal on July 28,
before authorizing partial mobilization.
is Sazonov to Bronevski in Berlin and other Russian Ambassadors, tgs.
nos. 1539, 1540; K.A., I, p. 178; L.N., II, 283; Schilling's Diary, p. 44.
Bronevski did not inform Jagow of this until after 5:00 P.M. on July 29
at the moment Jagow learned it with consternation from Pourtales (Schil-
ling's Diary, pp. 103, 106; KJX, 343). Izvolski informed the French
Foreign Office at 11:15 A.M. on July 29, just before Poincare's arrival
in Paris (Poincare IV, 373). Benckendorff informed Nicolson some time
on July 29 (B.D., 258). Sazonov did not communicate this important
decision to the foreign ambassadors in St. Petersburg until the morning
of July 29 (K.D., 343; B.D., 276; cf. PaMologue, I, 35).